
for the ethical presupposition of the book,
which is simply assumed.

This is a work that takes its cue from the
idea of “engagement”; the wide ranging
discussions of biology and biotechnology cur-
rently taking place are not covered, rather the
focus is on abortion, and to a lesser extent,
euthanasia. Several essays show how Chris-
tians holding pro-life views can best make
their position known, how to defend their
view in encounters with the media and what
to do when moral perplexities are presented
in clinical practice or training. Case studies are
used to support the overall programme of the
book and are not subject to the analysis which
might have been expected.

More technical, ethical discussion occurs in
the section Law and public policy, where there
is an awareness of the complexity of the issues
relating to the use of unfertilised eggs which
might later be fertilised. And in Casey’s essay,
How the law will shape our life and death
decisions: the case of the human embryo,
there is detailed discussion of various impor-
tant court cases in the United States. But here
again the argument seems to presuppose too
much to make his case convincing no matter
how interesting the hints towards ethical
solutions might be. In keeping with the theme
“making a difference”, Casey concludes his
paper with a proposal for legislation. There is
an interesting criticism in this section of the
liberal outlook, namely that liberalism ends in
its response to those who object to liberalism.

Overall then there is a paucity of technical
discussion of medical ethics in this book. Even
the practical discussions are couched in the
manner of advocacy rather than analysis. The
particular Christian perspective does not seem
likely to make the book useful from the point
of view of developing discussion even among
Christian ethicists. Christian medical practi-
tioners who share the outlook of the authors
will be encouraged to advance their views in
the present climate of opinion, where decisive
battles are won by political lobbying. But even
some who are sympathetic to the stance of
this book, including this reviewer, will de-
mand more sustained argument and sophisti-
cated presentation of their view.

N Fennemore

Textbook of Research Ethics:
Theory and Practice

S Loue. Kluwer Academic/Plenum Publishers,
2000, US$55.00 (hb), pp 255+xix. ISBN
0-306-46448-9

Research ethics is high on the agenda of
medical ethics and regulatory topics world-
wide at the moment. In this field it is thus
important to have good textbooks, to educate
health care professionals, researchers, ethi-
cists, students, and policy makers about the

nature of research ethics, its history and social
contexts. Professor Loue’s book is thus pub-
lished in an increasingly competitive market-
place.

The book has many merits. It consists of five
chapters and two appendices. The first chapter
summarises several of the iconic scandals in
medical ethics, notably the Tuskegee syphilis
study and the Nazi doctors’ atrocities. The
historical scholarship of this chapter is solid, if
not original, and it is useful to have it
gathered here in a convenient place. There is a
serious debate to be had about the pedagogy
and philosophy of starting research ethics
from a consideration of its worst breaches:
does this blind students to the myriad of more
minor but more pressing problems that arise
in “routine” research? Does it encourage the
thought that ethics is about hard cases only?
Does it take seriously the fact that research
ethics is, historically speaking, an evolving
discipline? Nevertheless, this is the traditional
place to start, and Loue does it very well.

The second chapter summarises some of
the main theoretical positions in bioethics.
This is the weakest chapter in the book,
several times stating a thumbnail sketch of a
position (for example, lesbian ethics) with a
list of pros and cons before moving on. A sur-
vey is always vulnerable to this fault, of
course. More seriously, in my view, these
views are set out, but few of them are
seriously illustrated in the remainder of the
book. A more ambitious book would have
given a more thorough sketch of what, for
instance, Gilligan’s ethics of care would say
about HIV vaccine trials in the Third World.
The promise of non-utilitarian, non-
principlist approaches in research ethics has
often been asserted, but rarely has a serious
attempt been made to apply them in a
systematic way.

Chapters three and four analyse the ethical
issues that arise in study design and imple-
mentation. These chapters are very compe-
tently done, but focus in the main on consent
and confidentiality, with interesting material
(and this is unusual) on conflicts of interest
and the rights and duties of the controller of
research data relating to publication and use.
Chapter five is a valuable account of the regu-
latory and legal frameworks governing re-
search in the United States. This chapter is of
little direct applicability for non-US readers,
but is most informative for both students of
comparative bioethics and for researchers
who wish their studies to have US sites or to
be acceptable to US sponsors and regulators.
In an increasingly globalised research context,
this is a valuable asset. On the other hand,
there is relatively little in the book about
international research.

The book closes with a pair of appendices,
one setting out in some detail the various
kinds of research study design and the other
setting out the principles of US law. Both of

these are very useful and helpful, and should
be of great assistance to readers who are
unfamiliar with either—a situation common
enough, since research ethics interests both
the researcher (who may know no law or eth-
ics) and the ethicist (whose grasp of research
design may be weak).

The book is not comprehensive: gaps
include health services and nursing research,
and human rights in medical research. A use-
ful feature is the inclusion of exercises for the
reader, although these are very taxing at
times, and no model solutions are provided.

In summary this is a valuable textbook,
which aptly summarises much of current
scholarship in research ethics. It would be
suitable for undergraduate or postgraduate
courses in medical ethics and in research
methods. I find the price of the book rather
high, considering the existence of more
affordable alternatives. That said, the teacher
of research ethics will find this a very useful
addition to his or her library.

R E Ashcroft

NOTICES

6th World Congress of Bioethics

The 6th World Congress of Bioethics will be
held in Brasilia, from 30 October to 3 Novem-
ber 2002. The congress is sponsored by the
International Association of Bioethics, the
Brazilian Society of Bioethics, the Center for
Studies and Research in Bioethics (University
of Brazil), the Brazilian Federal Council of
Medicine and the Latin American and Carib-
bean Federation of Bioethics Institutions.

The theme of the congress is bioethics: power
and injustice.
For further information please see:
www.bioethicscongress.org.br

News from the Centre for the
Study of Global Ethics, the
University of Birmingham

The new weekend short course programme
includes Global Bioethics (June) and Devel-
opment Ethics (September).

The new MSc in Global Ethics begins in
October 2002, with modules including: Global
Ethics; Globalisation and Governance; Con-
flict Humanitarian Aid; Non-Governmental
Organisations in a Changing International
Context; Research Methods, and practical
placements in non-governmental organisa-
tions, as well as the above course topics.

For further information please contact:
Helen Harris on +44 (0)121 693 4687.
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